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Gen. 50. 20. --- God meant it unto Good.“ 

Pſal. 76. 10. Surely the Wrath of Man ſhall praifeThee;s - 

Pſal. 119. 7 1. {t is good for me that I have been afflicted : 
that 1 92 learn thy Statutes. 

Phil t. 12. --- I wwculd that ye ſhould underſtand, that the 
Things which happened - - have fallen out rather unto 
the Furtherance Yr the Gel 
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| EEE ADE { 


\, TO THE 


Church and Congregation, 


To whom I ſtand particularly relate 


Dearly Beloved, 


+ SSSES:SHTLE (at your Requeſt) T preſent to 
S you the following Sermon, (the D:fign 
K S whereof is to lead to ſuch an Improve- 
N W ment of ſome unhappy Things that have 
. been among us, as that God may be 
K 8 Honour d, and you (and others) reap 
rn Advantage from them, and ſo Meat 
' might come forth out of the Eater, 
and Sweetneſs out of the Strong) I would rake rhe Op- 
portunity to 72. to you, that I bear in my Mind a 
moſt grareſul Remembrance of the ſteady Afection and 
Regard which you have manifeſted to my Perſon and 
Miniſtry, ſince the Providence of our Great Lord has | 
caſt my Lot among you, As alſo to expreſs my Thank- 
| ſabneſs 


Ian DEDICATION. ' 


Þ fulneſs to you for the many endearing Kindneſſes which , 
Jou have gratify'd and oblig'd me with. Altho' (1 ru 
= 1 can in ſome meaſure ſay with the Apoſtle, (at leaf . 
T7 deſire to ſay it ) I ſeek not your's but you, an 
= would gladly ſpend, and be ſpent, for you ; 3 
cannot but doof upon it as my Duty, humbly to re joyc ; 
in the Lord, that your Care of me hath flouriſhed 
again and again, God grant that as I have reaped o 
pour carnal Things, ſo you may al/o partake (and thai 
"\ abundantly) of the ſpiritual Bleſſings f the Glorious 
|. Goſpel, through my Miniſtry. hs 


I deſire alſo on this Occaſion, with Humility and Gra. 

& 7itude ro expreſs the Joy and Satisfaftion with which I 

Have obſerv'd ſome incouraging Evidences, that my poor 

* Labours among yen have not been altogether in vain. 
To the Great LORD of the Harveſt be all. the Glory. 


IT cannot but rejoyce in the remarkable Sobriety, Tem- 
Perance, and Induſtry, that ſo generally prevails among 


vou: That there are ſo few, idle, rude, extravagant, 
drinking Perſons among us. 


Your Charity and Compaſſion ro the Poor is alſo ob- 
ſervabls. = 


The grave and ſerious Attendance (of many of you) 
on the publick Worſhip, is what I Would aljo take a 
© i 2Hankful notice of. Fn 


That our Lecture is ſo genrrally and univerſally at. 
tended by you, is another thing which is inccuraging and 
# delightfu} ro me. 


Audis with no ſmall Pleaſure and Comfort that 1, 
bade faken notice what conſiderable Numbers of Chil- 
d ren have attended Catechizing: And with erbat Se- 
riouſneſs, Diligence, and Afectian, they have { ſome of” 
hem) received the Iaſtructions and Counſels diſpenſed to 


. bY then, 
=.  Abeow 


| : 


| J {hoe all, 1 have reaſon with inlarged Gratitude ro f 


* by the Number be increaſed ! 
Joyce 


DEDICATION. * 
3 God, that there is à good Number among you, whom 
anner but eſteem as real and thorough Chriſtians, O 


May GOD pour out abundantly of his Spirit upon 4 
a! May Sabbath Religion, Family Religion, and Glo- 
Religion, flouriſh and prevail more abundantly amon 


= | And may we abound in all the Fruits of Righte- 


neſs, which in and through Chriſt are to the Praiſe | 
nd Glory of God, and which will alſo redound to our 4 
hen unſpeakable and everlaſting Comfort and Happineſs ! | 


And Oh ! that Inſtances of early Piety might be 
ulriphy'd among us | Whas a glorious, what a deligbi- 
ul, what a raviſhing Sight would it be to ſee our 
hildren walking in the Truth! Verihy, we can 
have no greater ty than this. O when ſball we be- 
hold ſuch a Stght as this! When ſpall it once be? [ O 
hildren | Let the Terror of the Lord perſwade you. 
Ehe ſore and diſmal, and (till of late F unbeard of, 
»d very mortal Sickneſs, which ſeems to be making it's 
Idvances towards you, ſhould ( merbinks ) perſwade 
you to make haſte, and not delay to acquaint your 
ſelves with Chriſt, and turn your Feet into the Paths 
of his Teſtimonies. ] 


And may Parents al/o be duly concerned for the pre- 
cious Souls of their dear Children : And expreſs rhesr 
Concern by their earneſt Cries to Heaven for tbem; 
by their frequent, prudent, painful and faithful infruCt. 
ing, counſelling and cautioning of them ; by maintasn- 
ing a wiſe and diſcreer, Diſcipline in their Families; 
and by walking in their Houſes with a perſect Heart ; 
ſetting b fore their Children an Example of every thing 
that is virtuous and praiſe-wortby ! 


| oy _— _— 4250 = rer — od for you all 
or) Farents and Children) is, that you may be 
ſanttified and ſaved, 1 4 


\ 
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DEDICATION. 


And 1 beſeech you all, for the Lord Feſus cirire 
and for the Love of the Spirit, that ye ſireve toget her u 
nie in your Prayers to God for me that I may of 
0 you from time to time in the Fulneſs of the B 
of rhe Goſpel of Chriſt ; that I may obtain Mercy 
the Lord to be faithful ; and ſo ſave my * and 


F that bear me, who am 


4 
. 
iv 


Your Affectionate Paſtor, 
9 1 64 
Joſeph Emerſo 7 


| Walden, Octob 15. 
1735. 
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Meat out as the 8 and 
Pweetneſs out of the Strong. 


Reese eee ec eee eee eee es 


reeht 14. 4 


ſo 1 


Out of the Eater came forth Meat, and out of the 
Strong came forth Sweet nes. 


SAMSON is the grand Subject o of 


875 e this, and the preceeding, and two 
e following Chapters. There ate 


SG 8 185 many Things very remarkable 


SPE; concerning him; as particularly, 
* the Angel's appearing to his Mo 


* S 

ther (and afterwards to both his 
Parents) bringing her the grateful Meſſage and 
Promiſe, that ſhe who had been ſo long barren 
ſhould now at length conceive and bear a Son, 
and that he ſhould be a Nazarite unto God; an 
therefore fhe is ditected ro abſtain frm Wine and 
Strong Drink, and to cat no unclean Thing. -— Ht 


is celebrated for his marvellous and incomparable 
B Strength 


2 d¼Aiſeat out of the Eater, -— 9 


Etrength. He was rais'd, and in a wonderful 
manger qualify'd to be a Deliverer of God's , 
ee! from the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of the 
iliſtines. He had ſundry Encounters with them, 
d many of them he flew : At one time, Thir- 
; at another, (as he himſelf gives the Account) 
ith the Faw Bone of an Aſs, Heaps upon Heaps, 
with the Faw of an Aſs, bave I ſlain a thouſand 
Men. At another Time, (and that was the Time 
of his Death) being mar vellouſly ſtrengthned by 

is God, he pulls down a mighty Building, where 
vaſt Numbers of the Philiſtines were gathered 
together.--So the Dead which he ſlew at bis Death, 
Pere more than they which be ſkew in his Life. 
And herein he feems to be a Type of our great 
and ſtrong Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
by his Death vanquiſh'd the Powers of Darkneſs; 
deſtray d him that had the Power of Death, that is 

he Devil. | 
But there are other Things remarkable con- 
cerning this illuſtrious Champion; particularly in 
he Chapter out of which I have taken my Text. 
In this Chapter we have an Account of Samſon“s 
Marriage, and of ſome of the preceeding and 
oncomitant Circumſtances of -it.--- Samſon goes 
own to Timnath; and behold there it happen'd, 
chat he ſaw a certain Philiſtine Woman which was 
pleaſing to him : And nothing would. do, but he 
muſt have her to Hife. Get her for me, ſays he, 
when his Parents would have diſſuaded him from 
marrying her) for ſpe pleaſeth me well, But his 
Parents were not aware, that this was of the Lord, 
that Samſon. might have an Occaſion, and the 
greater Advantage againſt the Pbiliſtines. The 
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next 


> 


amen is the more confirm'd in his tondnefs faq; 


"end Sweetneſs ont ef the Sog. 3 
ext Time that Samſon went down to Timnathi 
takes his Father and Mother along with him 


he Woman, for his Converſing with her; ani 
now, we may ſuppoſe, the Match was concludeWi 
upon.--Sometime after he returns, in order to th 
Conſummation of the Marriage. Whilſt he was os 
his. Journey, coming near the Place where he 
ſometime before ſlew a Lyon, he turns aſide, and 
behold there was a Swarm of Bees, and Honey in 
the Carcaſe of the Lyon: Samſon takes of the Ho- 
ney, and goes on his way eating, cauſing his 
Parents to partake with him ; bur at the ſame 
time conceals from them the manner how he came 
by the Honey. He takes Occgſion from this 
pleaſant Occurrence to form a Riddle, and at his 
Nuptial Entertainment, puts it forth, to try the 
Ingenuity of his Gueſts : Out of the Eater, ſays. 
he, came forth Meat, and out of the Strong came 
forth Sweetneſs. 

We fhall not at preſent Plow with Samſon's 
Heifer, and yet I hope we ſhall (and that in the 
beſt Senſe) find out bis Riddle. "2 

When God over-rules the Corruptions of Men, 
ſo as to ſerve the Deſigns of His own Glory, and 
His People's Good; then Meat comes out of the; 
Later, and Sweetneſs out of the Strong. When 
that, which in it's Nature and dire& tendency, 
ſeems moſt contrary to the Honour of God, the 
*ntereſt of Religion, and the Good of Souls, is 
10 ordered and govern'd, as that eventually it 
promotes theſe Deſigns ; then Samſon's Riddle is 
in the beſt Senſe unriddled. When the . Wrath 
F Man is made to praiſe Cod; then Meat comes 
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Meat out of the Fater, 
N 


* of the Eater, and Sweetneſs out of the Strong, 
hen God by means of the Luſts and Paſſions 
Men, brings about his own glorious and gra- 
ous Deſigns ; then this Riddle is unriddled, 
WV ben Satan's Temptations and Men's Corruptions 
Are made inſtrumental of advancing the- Glory of 
Gods, and the Good of Men's Souls; then Meat 
comes out of the Hater. When the Devil (as we 
ſay) is outſoot in his own Bow ; when his Pro- 
Jects and Powers are turn'd againſt himſelf, to the 
EWeakning of his own Kingdom, and theStrength- 
Fning of the Intereſt of |Chriſt's Kingdom ; then 
eat comes out of the Bater, and Sweetneſs out of 
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be Strong. 
Moreover, When Alictions are made ſubſer- 
vient to the Good of Men's Souls; when thoſe 
Things, which far the preſent ſeem not joyous but 
L £71evous, are made afterwards to yield the peaceabls 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs ; when we are humbled by 
our Aﬀ ctions; ſoftned, melted ; made more 
dependent upon God, and leſs upon Man; when 
by them we are more weaned from the World, 
made more ſpiritual and heavenly, more diligent, 
lively, and fruitful in the Service of God; when 
God is pleas'd to enlighten, confirm, and comfort 
tus by means of our Allictions; when theſe things 
which we have been moſt feartul of, and which 
Have been moſt contrary tous, and have ſeem'd 
to threaten not only our C ;xf-rt, but even Life. 
lit ſelf, have been the very Means and Occaſion 
Jof that Support and Advantage which we would 
ot be without for thouſands of Gold and Silver; 
hen by our Afflictjons Iniquity is purged ; and 
Grace is try d, improv'd and ſtrengthneq; an 
Y © Comfort 


'F 
. 
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and Stueet neſs out of the Strong, 5 


on. mfort increaſed : And we are made more Y 
ons Wer for the lohericance of the Saints in 
ra- Woh : Then; then Samſon's Riddle is in a iweey 4 
lcd, Nd bleſſed manner unriddled to us. 

ons furthermore, In the precious Fruits of Curie | 
of Frings and Death, we ha ve a molt glorious Il 


tration of the Riddle before us. Let's turn 
., and view the Carcaſe of THIS Lyon ( the 
on ; of the Tribe of Fudah, who was crucify'd 
2 Hain ) and I doubt not, we ſhall find that 
hich is fevreter than Honey, and the Honey- 
ub. Let us in our ſerious Contemplations 
ſcend Mount Calvary, and viſit a crucifyed Jeſus, 
nd we ſhall have Occaſion to ſay as in Cant. 
3. I ſat down under His Shadow with great 
Delizht, and bis Fruit was Sweet, unto my Taſte. 
We read in Numb. 20. That when N Us liſt 
p bis Hand, and with his Rod ſinote the Rock, the | 
Vater came ont abundantly.” Now (as the 4 poftle 
ſpeaks) that Rock was Chriſt, Awake O Sued, 
ays the Lord, againſt the Man that is my Felluw-= 
Smite the Shepherd. God has by ſmiting the Shep- 
herd, who is allo the Rock of Iſrael, open'd a 
Fountain of Living Waters, provided a rich Sup- 
ply of Grace and Glory, and every good Thingy for 
His People. By Faith in a crucifyed Feſus, We 
may as in a Glaſs beb1d the Glory of the Lord. In 
the Death of Chriſt, we ate entertain'd and ra- 
viſh'd with a moſt delightful Diſplay of all the 
glorious Perfections of the divine Nature; Here 
we may ſee the manifold and marvellous »; dom 
of God, the omnipotent Peer of God, the in- 
violable Truth and. Faithfulneſs of God; "Hert the 
H lineſ5, the eq Holineſs of God for 
orth 
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forth with a matchleſs and moſt beautiful Luſt 
Here, we may behold the Triumphs of divi 
Fuſtice; and bere alſo we have a bright Pre 
eect of the Freeneſs, Sovereignty, and exceed 
og Riches of divine Grace, Love, and Mercy. 
ehe Death of Chriſt, we may ſee Mercy and Tru 
meet togetber, and Righteouſneſs and Peace Salutin 
ab other. Here, we may to our inexpreſſib 
# Confolation and Satisfaction, behold a moſt ſur 
Foundation laid, for theExaltation of all the D 
vine Glorious Perfections, in the Salvation an 
Happineſs of guilty, periſhing Man. Here w 
may ſee, how God may be Fuſt, and yet the Fuſti 
| fer of #hem that believe ; how Sin may be con 
amm d and puniſb'd, and yet the Sinner live and 
be Sav'd ; how God may be Holy, and yet the Sin- 
ner be Happy; how God may be gracious and 
* merciful, and yet the Sentence of His violated 
Law executed. In the Death of Chriſt, there iz 
F a glorious Proviſion made for the Fulfilling of 
= the Law, the Satisfaction of Juſtice, the Acquit- 
$ ting of the Sinner, the Conqueſt of Satan, the 
mortifying of Sin, and the Salvation of perifhing 
Souls to the very uttermoſt. In brief, Chritt's 
Death is our Life, His Pain our Eaſe, His Bonds 
eur Liberty, His Poverty our Riches, His Igno- 
miny our Glory. 
Thus in the precious Fruits of Chriſt's Suffer- 
ings and Death, we may find that Meat comes out 
f tbe Eater, & Sweet neſs comes out of the Strong. Let 
us then even glory in the Croſs of Chriſt: And 
with the Apoltle) determine to know nothing ſo 
much as Feſus Chriſt, aud Him. crucifyed, i 

8 ut 
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Aa out of the Eater, * 
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dat 1 haſten to obſerve to you, the mote ſye- 
Occaſion of my purting forth to you. this 
ale, at this time. 64 
WY ou cannot be infenſible, my Brethren Nei igh 4 
rs, t hat in ſeveral of the Years paſt, any "I 
ve been thoſe unhappy Things among vs, that. 
ve eaten and devour'd (in a great meaſure ) 
r Time, our Intereſt, our Comfort, our Love 
d Charity, &c. It has been a long, long Day 
Temptation with us, a long and a. dark Lay 
Affliction. --- Weariſom and fatiguing Diffi- 
[ties have we had to paſs through, tore Temp- 
tions to conflict with. Our own and others 
orruptions, what forrowſu} Work have they made 
>! How much Time, precious Time, has been 
dnſumed to no purpoſe, or to that which is worſe 
an none, in the Day of our unhappy Difficul- 
es! What Labour, what Difficulty, what EX- 
ence, what Grief and Vexation hate our Divi- 
oflons Occaſion'd us! And, which is worſe than 
it. 88), what Wounds have we grven to our precious 
he ouls ! How have we griev'd the good Spirit of 
od! What Guilt have we contracted ! What 
”; Wpiritual Comfort have we depriv'd our ſelves of, 
1s Wy the Sin and Folly of Contention! + 4 
„But Oh that our cf this Eater might at length 
ome forth Meat, and out f this Strong * thete 
ome forth Sweet ne. 
t It will be ſo: A 
1. If from the unhappy Diviſi ns which this poor 
un andChurch dave been rent and wi unded withal;® 
we take Occaſion to be the mite ater fer my 
ture aga! 'nſt Crutent? on. a 0 
The 


26 Meat out of the Ni, 


The burnt Child, we uſually ſay, dreads the Fir 
We ſhould be mov'd and influenc'd to deprecat 
Je Return of a Spirit of Diviſion. We ſhoul 
Patch more carefully than ever, againſt the O 
raſions of Strife, and ſhould ſhun even the 4 
Pearance of this Evil, which has been ſo pern 
W cious to us. We ſhould be careful for the time t 
come, to ſuppreſs the firſt Beginnings of Con 
| tention, ſpould lay it aſide before it be meddlil 

with, ſeeing it is like the Letting forth of Wat 

Bebold h great a matter a little Fire kindleth' 
We ſhould therefore, as ſoon as poſſible, extin 
WF guiſh the leaſt Sparks of Contention. And as we 

& ſhould watch againſt the ſmalleſt Occaſions, an 

8 firſt Appearances of this Evil; ſo we ſhould 
ſtrive to abound in the Exerciſe of thoſe Grace: 
which have a direct Tendency to pre/erve and 
vMiptain Peace, We ſhould put on Kindneſs ; be 
of N forgiving Spirit; we ſhould put on Charity ; 
we ſhould labour after the Ornament of a meek 
aud quiet Spirit, We ſhould be of a publick Spi- 
rit, and look every Man not on bis own things, but 
every Man alſo on the things of cthers. We ſhould 
be of a condeſcending Spirit; we ſhould ſeek for 
that Hi/Uom, which is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be inireated, We ſhould alſo 
get cloath'd with Humility ; for e from Prid: 
& cometh Contention.---If from the bitter Fruits of 
this Wormwood of Contention, we learn the 
# Wiſdom to ſtudy the Things that make for Peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another; then, 
W ont of the Eater will me forth Meat, and out of 
the Strong will come forth Sweet neſs, | 
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F It will likewiſe be ſo, if by the Irregularities 9 
ec Diſorders that baue been among us, we. tai 


hou] rning, and reſolve to be more careful than -eve 
O krep within the Bounds of Rule and Order. 
M And here, I ſhall take Occaſion to caution you 


erni 
ne tt 
Con 
22 
ater 
th! 
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$ We 


rainſt ſeveral things. A 
(1) See that you never in a raſh, and diſorderly 
anner ſeperate your ſelves from the Church and 
aby you belong to. 5 3 
(2) Pay a due Deference to the Advice and Cun- 
I of your Paſtor and Church. Watch againſt a a 
roud, haughty, ungovernable, and Corab-/ike 
diſpoſition. a L H 
(3) I would ſeriouſly and earneſtly warn you a- 
rainſt Party-Cyuncils, Whether you look inte 
he Scripture, or into our Platform of Church 
Diſcipline, you will ſtill find that it is the Church's? 
Buſineſs-if they want light, to ſend for an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Council: This is the Church's Buſineſs, 1 
ſay, and not the Buſineſs of a few particu/s 
Perſons. And ſuch Men, as are at the Beck of; 
a diſaffected Party, and are ready at the Invita- 
tion of ſuch a Party to come and form them! 
ſelves into an Eccleſiaſtical Council,, when - the 
Church at the ſame time, are free to ſubmit 
Matters in Controverſy to the Conſideration of 
a proper Council; 1 ſay, ſuch Men d ſcover to 
much of a buſy, forward, and party Dupoſiti: n s 
and it would be well for themſelves, and wel 
» WM for Churches, if they would be advis'd by the 
Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. 4. 11. Study tu he quiet, and to da 
„aur own Buſineſs. Such Men are really: excen 
trick, and wander from their proper Sphere 
* tis to be * is owipg to ſuch * | 
| hal 
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Meat out *f 1 - ; Pater, F 


t we e hear of Cuncil againfiCouncil, to 
Ge great Reproach of Councils, and the Scandal 
&F Church-Order: Party- Councils, and Anti- Coun-· 
I, tend to the Confuſion, and not to the Peace 
d Edification of Churches: And my Brethren, 
Whe leſs you are Concern d with /uch. Councils, 
F the better. | 
4 To go on in the next place, ; 
* Out of the Eater will come "forth Ment, and} 
our of 1b; Strong will come forth Sweetneſs, if by the 
fene that has been among us, we take 
arning, and be more careful than ever to walk as 
Wecomes Iſraclites indeed, in whim there is no 
Puile. | 
1 If we be more ſolicitous for the ſoture to act 
up to the Character of the true Citizen of Zion; 
bs walks uprightly, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
i "a ſpeaketh the T. euth in bis Heart; who though 
he ſwear to bis own Hurt, yet changeth not. O 
k my Friends, be true Men, be true to your God, and 
rue to one another. Don't flatter with your Lips; 
on- t pretend one thing, when you intend another. 
ne true to your Words, punctual to your Engage- 
ments, faithful in the performance of your Pro- 
miſes. Labour to keep 4 Conſcience void of Of- 
fence, both towards God, and towards Man: And 
Fendeavour to have this for ' your Rejoycing, even 
1 the Teſtimony of your Conſciences, that in Simplicity 
1 an godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdem, bus 
13 the Grace of God, you have your Converſation in 
.ind. BrethrenCas the A poſtle ſpeaks) Lye nit 
n: to another. Don't trick — deceive, but be 
* air and upright i in all your Managements. We 
* | donc 
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ba't ſhew our ſAves Men, much leſs Chriſtian 
Truth and Equity be not regarded by us. 
au will come forth out of the Eater, 4 
Wye: neſs out of the Strong, if by the Succeſs thy 
We bave at any time obſarv'd to have attended a 
pays of Diſorder and Unfaithbfulneſs, we be the moi 
onfirm'd in the Belief of a future Judgment. 
e do not marvel (ſo as to be ſtumbled) at tbe 
latter; but draw this Concluſton from it, tha 
urely there is a Fudgment to come; otherwiſe 
he righteous Lord who loves Righteouſneſs, and who 
s a God of Truth and without Iniquity, a God of 
Order, and not of Cunfuſiin, would never ſuffeg 
he Cauſe of Truth, and Equity, and good Or- 
der to be neglected. He would never elſe ſuffegl 
Men to proſper in any ways of Diſorder. an 
Unfaithfulneſs. *Tis no unuſual thing (here in 
this World) to obſerve one Event to theRighteous, © 
and to the Wicked. As is the good ſo is the Sinner 3 
no Man knoweth either Love or Hatred by all tha 
is before them. The wiſe Man has long. ſince? 
obſery'd ( Eccl. 8. 14.) There is a Vanity, 
which is done upon the Earth, tbat there be juſt 
Men unto whom it bappeneth according to ihe Work 
of the Wicked, Aan there be wicked Men 10 
wh-m it bappeneth according to the Merk of tle 
Rigbte us. But tho' it beſo, let us not there 
fore fault the Providence of the infinitely holy 
God. Let us remember that there is anetber 
Life after this; let us conſider that there is 4 
Judgment to come. God has apf ointed a Day i 
the which He will judge the Werld in Righteouſneſ52 
Then it is that the Righteouſneſs of the Righten g 
Hall be up.n bim, and the Wickedneſs of the Wicked 
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* Wall be upon bim. Let us wait till then, and n 
WW... the Almighty fooliſhly. See then if t 
2 wage of all the Earth will not do right. T 
Wit is that we may return and diſtern.---But therelfi 
no making a Judgment either of Men or the 
Actions, merely from the preſent Diſpenſations« 
Providence. Tis a moſt raſh and dangerouif 
thing for any to judge of the Nature and Quality 
of Men's Actions, merely from the Smiles 
= - Frowns of Providence that do attend them. Bj 
ſo doing, we ſhould be tempted to call Evil Good 
2d Good Evil ; to put Darkneſs for Light, as 
$ Light for Darkneſs ; to put Bitter for Sweet, ani 
Sweet for Bitter. And ſo ſhould render our ſely 
WF obnoxious to the heavy Hoe denounced by thi 
Prophet, Iſai. 5. 20. By / doing, we ſhould 
1 — to juſtify the "Wicked and condemn thi 
Righte:us ; and hereby) we ſhould bring an uni 
vr Odio upon our ſelves. For be that ſail 
uno tbe Wicked, thou art Righteous ; him ſball th 
" Perple curſe, Nations ſhall abbor him, Prov. 24.2 
Wherefore when we at any time obſerve Men tt 
proſper in any Evil Ways, ler us not upon thi 
Account conceive. the more favourableOpinion o 
thoſe Ways ; hut let us judge this ratber,thar ſurely 
| there is another Life, and a future Judgment 
Thus, Meat will come forth out of the Eater, avi 
Sweet neſs out of the Strong. 
is. Meat will cime forth out ef the Eater, ani 
Focetneſs ont of the Strong, if a well lib 
Peace ſhould be Cinſequent up in tbe Divifions aui 
Confuſi us that have been among us. 
If after the T-/ings andShakings we have had, 
= we ſhould for the future be the more erte, a 
| 1 3 2 p 
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poſed. Oh that it might be ſo! May the G 
Peace give you Peace! May we become 
Wuict Habitation, and no longer a Seat of Cor 
ntion! Let us pray, let us plead, that a lon 
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ere 


theffWaſting Peace may be eſtabliſh'd in the midſt of u 
ons Let us pray, let us plead, that our dear Children 
eroi that are riſing up, may never ſee in this Place 
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uch Diſorders and Contentions as we their un- 
happy Fathers have ſeen, e.- +. 
6. Meat will come out of the Eater, and Sweet =; 
neſs out of the Strong; if the Seperation that bas; 
occaſioned ſuch uncomfortable Difficulties among us 
ſhould turn to the Furtherance of the Goſpel, and 
ihe Enlargement of Chrift*'s Kingd'm. And 
J. Meat will come out of the Eater, and Swe 
neſs out of the Str-ng ; if Ps ple in otber Place 
Gould take warning from the ſad Examples tha 
have been among us, and be the more wary and caug 
tious leaſt they ſhould run into the like Diſorde 
and Confuſions. 4 
Felix quem faciunt aliens Pericula Camun 
Happy's the Man that takes warning by other? 
Harms. ; 
And now I ſhall add a few Words by way 9 
y Caution and Exhortation, and ſo conclude. 
, 1. Don't take Encouragement frem what y:u hat 
Lien in this Place, or now heard from this Riddl 
to do Evil that Good may come of it. God ca 
| and doabtleſs , in His marvelous Wiſdog 
and matchleſs Goodneſs, over-rule the Diſorder 
the Unfaithfulneſs, and the Confuſions that ha 
been among us, to His own Glory, and the bg 
Good of His People. We have ſeen a Meetiy 
. $4-ufe built, ſome of our Members embcdied, & 
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= And we are (ſome of us at leaſt) ready to thi 
hat thoſe Eads have not been gain'd by prop 
ad regular Means. Well, let vs not take E. 
couragement from the Smiles of Providence th 
bave ſeem'd to attend any, in any Ways of U. 
faichfulneſs and Diſorder, to ſay, Let us alſo: 
Boi, bat Good may come of it. Both t 
matter and manner of our Actions, as well as th 
= £22 of them, ſhould be juſt and regular. ha 
ſoever things are true, whatſoever things are bone 
W—. Woatſcever things are juſt, whatſoever things a 
pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever thin 
= are of good report; f there be any Virtue, - and 
ere be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things-=-, Go 
does many times in His infinite and unſearchabl: 
& Wiſdom bring Good out of Eri“; but this no way: 
= warrants us 0 do Evil that Gaod may come of 1 
Duty is ours---Let us endeavour at all times to be 
found in the way of Duty, and never take any 
unlawful, diſorderly Steps to obtain our Ends. 
Jacob indeed got the Bleſſing, tho' it was in a 
deceitful manner; but how was he made to {matt 
for his Deceit, afterwards, People may for the 
preſent proſper in unlawful, irregular Ways; but 
they muſt expect, God will take a time to make 
them know and ſee, that He is nt 4 God thas barb 
Pleaſure in Iniquity. | | 
2. Let me ſeriouſly caution you, againſt reflect- 
= ing upon Miniſters in general, merely upon the ac- 
8 count of ſome Things, which may ſtem irregular 
and unreaſonable, that ſome particular Miniſters may 
baue acted.—. And Oh! Jet us be careful that we 
don't ſtumble and fall, when we meet with Of- 
fences: *Tis imp ſible but that Offences _—_— . 
N 6 vo IT © Xo FP. 5 G8 1 7 
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us look for em, and not ſtumble at them. Lew 
Erake heed that we are not offended in Chriſt, oi 
judic'd againſt any of His Truths, Ordinances, *. 
Ways, from the Errors and Miſtakes that we 
hold, either in Profeſſors or Preachers of the 4 


pſpe].. STS. vo 54 | | 
| 4 Let us mourn for every thing that has been 
in the long Day of Temptation that bas paſſed 
ereus. Has there not been a great deal amiſs in 
wr Hearts, in our Thaughts, in our Deſires, in 

r Frames, in our Purpofes ? Has there not 
ena great deal amiſs in our Words © And has 
ere not been likewiſe a great deal a miſs. in our 
{Fions and Behaviour? Has there been that 

eekneſs, that Patience, that Condeſcention, 
atSelf-denialExercis'd which becomes the Goſpelꝰ 

et us this Day humble our ſelves before God, 

at in due time we may be exalted. |" 

And I would add here, tis matter of Humili- 
tion, that God has ſuffer'd ſuch an evil Spirit of 
ontention, Diſorder, and Confuſion to prevail among 
is, It becomes us to aſcribe Righteouſneſs to our 

aker under ſuch a dark Diſpenſation; we ſhould 1 

be mov'd to ſeatch and try our Ways, and humbly. 
look to God that what we know not, He would 
teach us; that He would ſhew us wherefore it is 
that He has tus contended with us. 

4. Let us be importunate in our Prayers 10 God, 

with whom there is Forgiveneſs, that He will pardon 
us according to the Multitude and Greatnsſs of His 
Mercies. And let us alſo beſeech_ Him that He 
will turn away His Anger from us, and cauſe us 
to ſee good Days according to the time wherein we 
have ſeen Evil. That His Work may appeat un- 
| to 


e of the Nn 
7 be, His Beauty be upon us, and His Glon 


well among us. 


BY And God forbid ! that weſhould ceaſe to pra 
er our Brethren and Neighbours in the other par 


ef the Town. Let us pray, that what they kn 
; % ot, God would teach them, and wherein they hau 
ane Iniquity, that He would make them ſenfib 


P of it, and truly humble them for it; and 


prepare them for the Smiles of His Countenanceſ 


and the Favours of His Providence. 
0 5. Let us alſo tate Occaſion this Day to ble 
Cod for the Reſtraints of His Providence and Gract 
= Tho' Things have been bad among us, yet we 
have reaſon to bleſs God that they have no 
been worſe, That there have not been more groſi 
Diſorders, - more diſmal Confuſions among us 
God has permitted juſt ſo much Wrath to break 
forth, as to get Himſelf Glory from it, and tht 
% 3 Remainder He bas reſtrained. 
6. Let us be humbly thankful for all that Gui- 
dance and Alſiſtance, that this Church has bees 
10 fausur d with, under our Darkneſs and Difficul- 
ties. 55 And 1 muſt add, 
1. Let us bumbly acguieſce in the Sovereign Will 
of God, under the preſent Diſpenſaticns of His Pro- 
vidence, 
Hie perfermet} the 7. bing that is apprinted--, Let 
vs be itil}, and know that He. is God. Though 


there may have been ſtrarge, and odd, and diſ- 


8 orderly Managements, as tv Man, in order to 
bring about the Thing which is now accompliſhed; 
vet Jet us remember (and let this ſer us down ſa- 

tis y' d) that in reſpect f Cod, the infinitely Wiſe 


q 9251 Holy God, all is wel dene It is m_ 1 
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4 will dives the Purpoſes of His own Glorf 
it. It is well, for it ſhall turn in the Conclugh 
5, to the beſt Good of his People. | 
1 Finally, I would alſo exhort you in the words A I 
our SAVIOUR, Luke 21. 19. In your Patience 
ſeſs ye your Souls. 3 
Patience is a moſt neceſſary, uſeful, and _ 
ie Virtue. Te bave need of Patience, ſays the Y 
4 Nele We need Patience to do the Will of God ; 
r it is by a patient Continuance in well doing that | 
e are to ſeek for Glory, and Honour and Immor- 
lity. We need Patience that we may bring forth 
rait. Luke 8. 15. Patience is needful, our Chriſtian 


no ife being a Race: For we are to run with Pati- 
oſi ce the Race that is ſet before us.---"Tis needful, 
us. Bur Chriſtian Life being alſo a Warfare : For we 
are to endure Hardneſs as good Soldiers of Feſus 


briſt, As to the Benefit and Uſefulneſs of this 
race of Patience, tis worthy of Remark, mY 
Tertullian ſays of it, (as one quotes him) *© Ih 
* preſerveth Faith (ſays he) it orders Peace, p 
helps Love, it teacheth Humility, it rules the 
* Fleſh, and ſerves the Spirit, it bridles the 
" Tongue, and holds the Hands, it treads upon 
** Temptations, and perfects Martrydom it elf, 
it comforts the Rich, it eaſeth the Sickly, and 
10 „ maintains the Health, it delights the Faithful, 
it invites the Unbelieving, it commends the 
** Servant to the Maſter, and the Maſter to the 
* LORD, &c.” And it muſt alſo be added, it 
preſerves the Soul; and is therefore a moſt needful, 
uſeful, and excellent Thing. Patience will keep 
our Minds ſerene, and calm, and compoſed in the 


midſt of Difficulties, Hardſhips, Oppoſitions, and 
D | Op- 


TM Meat out of the Ba 
EDppreſions. It will keep us from being ruffle 
nd diſordered in a Day of Temptation and Pre 
WY ocation. It will keep our Spirits cool, and eaſy 
Wand ſedate; our Tho'ts free and undiſturb'; 
1 . hereas if we loſe our Patience, our Spirits wil 
ax hot, our Thoughts be diſcompos'd and con 
us'd; and this will render us indiſpos'd to ſerve 

God both in our general and particular Calling; 
If Patience be not exercis'd, we ſhall be apt ig 
times of Trial (when we meet with grievous and 
oppreſſing things) to run into wild Imprudences, 
into indecent Exttavagances. If Anger boil and 
rage within, our Mouth will be apt to pour out 
=. Fooliſhneſs, we fhall ſpeak unadviſedly with our 
Lips; and 'twill be well, if we be not hurry'd 
on to thoſe Actions that will end in Shame and 
* Piiterneſs. But now if Patience have it's perfect 
W 7ork in us, this will prove an effetual Remedy 
Wha cainſt all ſuch Inconveniences. Patience (ſays 
one) to the Soul, is as the Lid unto the Eye; 
or as the Shield unto the Head; it breaks the 
& Stroak of every Croſs, and keeps the Spirit 
| © harm-free. It is as the Ballaſt of the Ship, to 
& make it ſtable ; and therefore ſays the Apoſtle 
5 Fames (Jam. 5. 8.) Be patient, ftlabliſh your 
Hearts. He that is ballaſted with Patience, 
however the World goes, though the Winds 
how and the Storms come, tho' his Ears be 
= << loaded with Revilings and Reproaches, and 
mis Body beaten with ſtripes and Bufferings ; 
vet his Soul is unwounded, he is not dozed, 
nor at his Wit's End, his Spirit is not ftrait- 
ned with Grief or Fear, nor his Faculties tied 
up, tho hisPaſſions be; he hath the free Dow 
| man 
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mand of himſelf and Tongue, and looks ar 
ſpeaks as he was wont to do; his Stoma 
ſwells not, his Mouth vapours not, his Eye 
ſparkle not, his Blood boils not, nor do hill 
* Fingers itch, vr his Colour change, he is ſtil 
the ſame ; only perhaps looking to Heaven 
ward, ſays in himſelf, Chriſtus graviora tulit i 
Chriſt endured . more than this : Or, Omnia 
poſſum confirmante me Chriſto, I ſhal!, or I can 
bear my Burden, through the Strength of 
£ Chriſt : Or, Meliora ſpero, IJ hope better Days 
are coming: Or, dabit Deus his quogue Finem, 
this World will not laſt always. Such is the 
© Temper of the Soul wherein Patience dwells, f 
5 it is like Mount Sion which cannot be moved, 
* or like a Rock in the Sea, on all Sides diſquiet- 
ed with Aſſaults, yet ſtill quiet in it's Scituat on.“ 
/herefore be patient; In Patience poſſeſs ye your 
us. Let your Moderation be known to all, Ceaſalf 
rom Anger, and forſake Wrath, fret not your ſelves) 
in any wiſe to do Evil. Keep your Hearts with all 
Diligence. Keep your Meuth as with a Bridle  Bz 
not raſh and haſty in your Reflections. Be ſpar- 


e ing of your Invectives. Be not tranſported into 
any Indecences. Let not your Souls be di:quieted 
» W within you. Be not anxiouſly ſolicitors; let not 
* WW your Souls be caſt down with Diſcouragment. 

The LORD reigns, and therefore ler His People 


rejoyce---. Fudge nothing before the Time--Things 
may look dark and ſtrange at preſent, . but when 
the Myſtery of God comes to be finiſhed, when 

God ſhall put his finiſhing hand to the Works of 

His Providence, the whole will appear ſurprizingly 
beautiful and glorious. Remembes for your Ea- 
| D 2 couragment 
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Noragment what Chri/t ſaid to Peter, What Ta 
2 Knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know hereafte 
ou will at Ja ſee, "that God has been all along 

Wo lulcing His own Glory, and His People's Good 
ou are ready, it may be, (ſome of you) to ſay 
8 ith good old Jacob, all theſe things are againſt us; 
ut 9% may be happily miſtaken, as well as be: 
They may be all working for you. Even thoſe 

| very thicgs which you may look upon as very 
odd and ſtrange, and unaccountable ; full of 
. Diſorder and Confuſion : I ſay, thoſe very thing 
E (which you may think are attended, with Dark- 
WT neſs and Irregularity, and have a direct tendency 

ro your Diſadvantage) may nevertheleſs be ſo 

Worder'd, as that you may have abundant Occa- 
ſion to magnify not only the marvellous Wi/dom, 
but even the great Goodneſs of God towards you 
10 Whezefore, | my Brethren, dearly beloved, be pa- 
3H ient ; truſt in God, wait patiently for Him : For 

be Lord is a God of Judgment, bleſſed are 1 they 
bat wait for Him, 
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- race of Patience when 
S T 88 vou have it not: Let me tell you, 
& Us 88 & it is not Patience to be quiet when 
9 none offends you; nor when you 
© are not able to right or revenge your ſelveg 
* Many think themſelves to be patient, becauſc 
© when noBody angers them, they are quiet; but 
© let them be but touched with a ſmall Injury, 
© or any angry Word, they are Briars and Thorns, 4 
« The very beſt of them is a Briar. And many bear 
** Injuries becauſe they know not how to revenge; 
| * they have a Will, but they want Power. Bug 
„ Chriſtian Patience is ſuch as Chriſt's was, WAA 
© had Power iq revenge, but did rf$t.— '" Þ 
2. You muſt not only bear preſent, but alſol 
de prepar'd to endure future Wrongs, if you 
** would be truly patient: This was intimated in 
** thoſe words, Matt. 5. 39. To have the other 
Cheek ready for another Blow, if the one be 
© ſtricken..-< + TOs 
| 3. Li 
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Lou muſt not only bear and forbear, b. 
alſo give and forgive, before you can be tru] 
Patient: Forgive the Evil offer'd, and gn 
= Bleſſing for Curſing ; pray for thoſe that 9: 
F der, cenſure, perſecute, and hate you. For thi 
& Laban deal ill with Jacob, Jacob muſt de: 
well with him, Tho' Sau! hunt for David 
= Life, yet David muſt not lay hands on him. 
4 © He that is truly patient, muſt not only re- 
turn Good for Evil, and forbear to revenge 
= © when he hath Power, but he muſt be content 1 
“ bave the contrary reported of him: Namely,tha 
* he returns Evil for Good, and is patient per 
force, becauſe he cannot help himſelf. Thi 
is a hard Leſſon, yet you muſt learn it before 
= you can enter Heaven's Gate, whoſe Motto is 
= © this, Do good and hear ill. _— — 
5. © You muſt alſo be content that Men ſhould 
_ 7:/icve your Enemies ſo reporting: For Men 
will ſo do, whether you be content or no: If 


the Viper leaps on Paul's Hand, though he be 
the honeſteſt Man in the Company, yet all will 
| © conclude him to be the worſt : Soif a viperous 
“ Slanderer,Railer,or Whiſperer,lays hold of any 
e honeſt-Chriſtian, all hereby will conclude him 

te tobe according to what they ſee or hear. — 
19 „ and laſtly. You muit be content that not 
only the worſer and common Sort, and Stran- 
gers, ſhould believe of you the contrary to 
„ Fruth, but % the better Sort alſo, even Chriſti- 
an,, and Friends, ſbould believe ſuch Lies as the 
wicked raiſe and whiſper againſt you, and that 
they. ſhould ſuſpefF you to be guilty of all that is 
reported; and think amiſs, and alſa ſpeak amis 
"as f 
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